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"1.S. EPA proposes to.add

Lusher Avenue site to list 0
“environmental top priorities

By Bringer Levirz
Truth Staff

ELKHART — A section of
Elkhart’s south side could be
named a U.S. Environmental

land Avenue.

A spot on the EPA's Super-"

fund National Priorities List
means the south-side area will
be eligible for federal study and
cleanup resources.

Recent data indi-

Protection Agency Su-
perfund site. More cates the contami-
The EPA proposed jnformation: nated material may

adding the large area,

described as the Superfund sites
“Lusher Street Ground more common

be moving north
toward the river,
though EPA officials

Water Contamination than you'd think/ don't believe ‘any

site,” to its growing list
of nationwide trouble A9
spots needing hefty
environmental cleanup work.
According to EPA reports,
an underground plume of in-
dustrial solvents remains at
high levels in an area bordered
on the north by the St. Joseph
River, on the west by Nappanee

residents in the area
are using the tainted
drinking water.

The area has a history of con-
tamination. Since 1987, the
Indiana Department of Envi-
ronmental Management has
worked to provide alternate
sources of water for impacted
neighborhoods.

~ Area of proposed
f ‘Superfund addition

Street, on the south by Hively
Avenue and on the east by Oak-

Please see Risk/A9
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si

Conrail Yard — added to EPA-Im ln
1988, cleanup completed in 2004.

The approxlmately 675-acre rail yard
was in operation from 1956 yntik1976.
Numerous ol spills led to groundwater
contamination nearby.

Himco Dump — added to the EPA list
in 1988, cleanup continues,

The Himco Dump was in operation
between 1960 and 1976 and covers
about 40 acres at C.R. 10 and the

‘Nappanee Extension, partially in the

Elkhart city limits and partially in the

county. Tests showed wells near the site -

had copper, lead, arsenic, mercury, zinc
and other metals. .

Main Street Wellfield — added to
the list in 1982, cleanup completed in
1995,

Groundwater contaminants:including
TCE (trichloroethylene) were found in
1981 at the Main Street Wellfield site
that consists of 15 wells. It is the largest
of the three wellfields owned by the city.
and supplies about 70 percent of the *
drinking water for residents of Elkhart.

Source: www.epa.gov

Nation produces
most flu shots ever

‘Officials urge all to
get vaccinated,
not just high-risk

By Lauran NeerGaarp
AP Medical Writer

WASHINGTON — Come. one, come
all: After years of shortages and confu--
sion, this fall promises plenty of flu vac-
cine to go around — up to 132 million
doses, more than the nation has ever
produced.

The ample supplies have the govern-
ment urging vaccinations not just for
people at highest risk of dying from in-
fluenza, but for anyone who wants to
avoid a week of aching misery.

“Flu is a formidable foe,” Dr. Julie Ger-

berding, head of the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, said Wednes-
day. “It is not an illness we should be
complacent about.”

But new CDC data show only a frac-
tion of people who need flu shots the
most get them, including just one in five
babies and toddlers. And there’s wide
geographic variation, with Rhode Island
reporting the most high-risk adults vac-
cinated and Nevada the fewest.

Shots aren't the only option. Wednes-
day, the government ruled that it’s safe
for younger kids than ever before to try
a nasal-spray vaccine called FluMist.
Once only an option for people ages 5 to
49, FluMist now can be used by children
asyoungas 2.

Flu usually peaks in February, so a
winter vaccination isn't too late. Still,

Please see FLu/A10

Their best shot: Syringes filled with an influenza vaccine await
use at a clinic last year. A record vaccine supply is available this fall.
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At that time, IDEM found Exposure to TCE, an agent Ten wells were found to ex- Hans works in the EPA's Re- Avenue remediation is beyond Superfund list Wednesday, in-

industrial solvents in residen-
tial wells and began hooking

most often used to degrease
metals, can affect the central

ceed the U.S. EPAs maximum
contaminant level of 5 parts per

gion 5, which consists of Indi-
ana, Illinois, Michigan, Minne-

the scope of what Elkhart could
fund. Mike Machlan, public

cluding the East Troy Contami-
nated Aquifer in Troy, Ohio.

homes up to Elkhart’s munici- nervous system, with symp- billion.Anadditional24drinking sota, Ohio and Wisconsin, works and utilities co-direc- There now are 1,249 sites on
pal water supply or placingcar-  toms such as dizziness, head- water wells have low concentra- EPA testing and remediation  tor, said the city will be ready the National Priorities List.
bon filters on wells. aches, confusion, euphoria, fa- tions of chlorinated solvents. work through Superfund ulti- to provide clean water for any The EPA will gather public

IDEM discovered the most
recent round of contamina-
tion in 2006. This time, even
higher levels of trichloroeth-
ylene — more commonly
known as TCE — appeared in
the wells, said IDEM project

cial numbness and weakness.
After testing, IDEM found
34 drinking water wells in the
area contaminated with TCE
and other solvents typically
used as parts cleaner, foam
plastic blowing agents and en-

Because of the sheer num-
ber of industrial facilities in
the area, IDEM couldn't locate
the source of contamination
— even after visiting 40-plus
businesses on or near Lusher

_ Avenue, Jaworski said.

mately aims to identify sources
of contamination, name those

‘sources as responsible parties

and recover EPA costs for the
cleanup.

Though inside city limits,
brownfield coordinator Da-

resident in need.

“Elkhart has always been
there when there is a ground-
water contamination issue
allowing city water to help,”
Machlan said.

The Lusher Avenue site was

comment on its proposed NPL
list for the next 60 days. The
earliest the Elkhart location
would be added, said Hans, is
2008, after public comment is
reviewed.

Contact Bridget Levitz at
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